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people assembled in a large hall. The Chairman of
the Chamber of Commerce made a friendly and in-
teresting speech of a general nature for about half an
hour, touching on some political questions, the pro-
gress of aviation and welcoming the first large flying
Clipper, and its captain, crew and passengers. The
reply had to be made by the captain of this little ex-
pedition, who was, of course, Colonel Lindbergh. I
know that he had had no chance to think about his
speech, yet without any preparation, he stood up and
talked for half an hour. I do not believe that an ex-
perienced diplomat could have done better. He re-
plied to the former speaker, and gave his own ideas as
to the value of air transport for Jamaica because of its
geographic location at the cross-roads between North
and South America. I was really surprised to see how
quickly Lindbergh grasped the situation. His talk
was followed by long applause from the whole audi-
ence.
The cruise continued without any trouble, with
stops at Barranquilla, South America, and finally at
Cristobal, near the Panama Canal. The return trip
was made along the same route.